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Kaffeeklatsch: From left, Virginia, Sally, Roy and Pat nity over coffee on the back porch at Virginia and 
Kinsey, Fish Creek natives, talk about their commu- Roy’s home in Fish Creek. 
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FISH CREEK — It’s easy to forget that 
a regular community is behind the doz¬ 
ens of shops and restaurants in this Door 
County vacation spot. 

Beyond the trappings of vacationland 
are people who live in Fish Creek all year 
— those who stay after tourist season. 

Fish Creek, about 65 miles northeast of 
Green Bay, is home to about 100 perma¬ 
nent residents and 150 seasonal resi¬ 
dents. 

Nedra Reinhard owns the Main Street 
Motel, 4209 Main St., with her husband 
William. He is a Fish Creek native and 

_ she is from Stur- 

Press-Gazette geon Bay. They 

photos by testified to the cy- 

Ken Behrend cle of frenzied sum- 

- mers sliding into 

more serene winters. 

"You’re so busy for six months and 
then it slows down,” Nedra said. "You 
couldn’t take this pace 12 months out of 
the year, but by the time spring rolls 
around, you’re excited again.’’ 

The Reinhards set aside one night a 
week during the summer to go out for 
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more time for family and socializing. 

Tourist season is expanding though, 
with fall colors and winter sports such as 
cross-country skiing drawing visitors. 

Jill Goking moved here less than a 
year ago, but seems as attached to Fish 
Creek as any native. Her job as postmas¬ 
ter allowed her to get to know the com¬ 
munity and its residents quickly. 

"A small town is really nice that way," 
the Sheboygan native said. 

In her free time, Goking takes advan¬ 
tage of the area’s natural resources. 

"It’s amazing to me the amount of mon¬ 
ey people spend to come to a place where 
I live — that I have access to every day," 
she said "I feel really fortunate." 

The tourist trade’s roots date back to 
the 1890s, when extra rooms in many 
buildings were rented to travelers. A 
well-known stop was the Thorp Hotel. In 
those days Thorp charged $7.50 a week 


Mail call: Jill Goking. Fish Creek 
postmaster, sorts the day's mail. 
Goking, a Fish Creek resident for 

for room and board. 

It wasn’t always fish boils and shop¬ 
ping, said longtime residents Roy and 
Virginia Kinsey, 4148 State Highway 42. 
and Neil and Sally Kinsey, 4127 Bluff St. 

Kinsey and his brothers are sixth gen¬ 
eration decendants of Increase Claflin, 
the first white settler in Door County. 

Fish Creek was established about 1850, 
the Kinseys said. Many residents made 
their living fishing. Coopers shops 
opened as barrels were needed to ship 
fish. Cedar trees in the area helped sup¬ 
port logging in the 1800s. The apple and 
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about 1910, Neil Kinsey said. 

Until the late 1920s, Fish Creek was 
linked more to Marinette and Menomi¬ 
nee. Mich., than to Green Bay, the Kin¬ 
seys said. 

"We didn’t have decent roads till 
around 1924, and even then they were 
only gravel," Neil Kinsey said. "Every¬ 
body had sailboats." 

Today most residents of Fish Creek 
own businesses, the Kinseys said. Others 
work in Peninsula State Park or for the 
Gibraltar School District. 

The Kinseys are concerned about the 
effect tourism could have on Fish Creek. 

"Door County is saturated right now." 
Roy Kinsey said. "How many people can 
this village absorb in a summer?” 


■ Next week: Casco in Kewaunee 
County. 


about a year, greets many resi¬ 
dents by name when they arrive 
for their mail. 


The Fish Creek file 

□ Population: 250 in summer, 100 
in winter, according to estimates 
from the local civic association. 

□ Popular park: Peninsula State 
Park's entrance is in Fish Creek. 
The park's 3,760 acres make it the 
third largest of Wisconsin's 46 state 
parks Devils Lake State Park near 
Baraboo and Governor Dodge State 
Park near Dodgeville are larger 

□ Big business: Of the 160 busi¬ 
nesses in the town of Gibraltar, at 
least 120 of them are in the Fish 
Creek area. About 57 businesses re¬ 
main open during the winter. 











